Dr. G. Sheppard
CARPET OF "PANAMA" HATS  SPREAD TO BLEACH IN   A VILLAGE  STREET UNDER  THE EQUATORIAL SUN

Peru. A certain variety of palm supplies the toquilla fibre from which
they are woven, and the weaving is a fine art handed down among the
Indians. The straw must be kept moist while it is being worked. A fine
Panama can be folded up and put in one's pocket without injury.

Many people do not realize that Panama hats are never made in Panama.
They are so called in northern countries because travelers first became
acquainted with them at Panama City, where they were on sale. As a
matter of fact, they are made only in Ecuador and part of Colombia and